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THE CLASSIC PROTENS, 


Nor fame I slight, nor for her favours call : 
She comes unlooked for, if she comes at all. 


Join VANDENHOFF, of whom Lord Erskine 
was wont to say, that, as an actor, he com- 
bined the excellencies of Barry and Garrick, 
is, decidedly, the best classic actor that we 
have. The Roman senators, patriot, and 
warrior, find in him an impersonator not to 
be excelled throughout the whole expanse 
of stagic histrionics. Mr. John Vandenhoff’s 
acting is not child’s play—it is atheletic and 
wholly of the man—it is an exemplary 
effort. His performance embodies so large 
a stateliness, so much heroic grandeur and 
effect, in all its details, as fo stamp him the 
magnate of a particular sphere. 

Since theatrical matters have made up 
part of our studies we have ever entertained 
this opinion of Mr. John Vandenhoff, which 
opinion cannot be justly controverted by 
even the most fastidious and austere of! 
critics, For Mr. John Vandenhoff is of so 
careful a forte, of so precise a diction, and 
ofsuch minute elaboration of expression that 
his words fall from his lips upon the ears of 
his audience with their exact adaptation to 
sentiment and feeling; and if due at- 
tention be paid to the orator, the hearer | 
becomes absorbed in their harmonious modu- | 
lation. His dignified and effective manner | 
of playing Coriolanus has such verisimilitude 
that the proud and haughty Roman patrician 
appears upon the stage with that dignity 
and very haughtiness—such as you may 
imagine him to have exhibited when he lived. | 
“ There’s metal in't”—there is something | 
so near to nature in the exquisiteness of the | 





delineation. But we need not marvel that 
this should be so when we take to account 
the fact that Mr. John Vandenhoff had the 
confidence to appear in London shortly 
after those stelle magne Cooke, Kean, 
and Kemble had stamped the world of thea- 
trical representation with their imperishable 
fame—a renown that it was thought none 
could ever equal, much less surpass. Yet 
Mr. John Vandenhoff, in Rolla, competed 
for their laurels, and he rivalled, if he did 
not out-Herod the Herods.* He made one 
bound, ascended the Attic temple of excel- 
lence and refined art,—and he became the 
orator, the Peruvian, the Greek, and the 
Roman he now is. Mr. John Vandenhoff’s 
oratorical powers are almost destitute of a 
fault. When he speaks, his elocution is of s6 
refined a class that it commands as much 
attention as an edict issued by a despotic 





* We do not assert that Mr. John Vandenhoff 
as a general actor, excelled iis predecessors or 
transcends those that are contemporary with 
him, but that he did so in the particular line of 
characters which are the theme of this article— 
that of Roman and other classic heroes, Mr, 
Macready was, Mr. James Anderson and Mr; 
Devonport are,—fine and rare performers in the 
toga; but they lack that refined perception. 
that consummate grasp, which Mr. Vandenhoff. 
possesses, During Mr. Macready’s “ farewell ” 
performances, Mr. Howe delighted us much by 
his very, very excellent performance of Mare 
Antony, in Julius Casur—a performance which 
we have never, with the sole exception of Mr. 
John Vandenhoff, seen surpassed. We could 
wish that Mr. Howe had other opportunities to 
display his first-rate ability in Roman imperson- 
ation, for which he has proved himself so effi- 
cient in artistic delineation —B, W.W,. 
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monarch, or as when, in a mythological age, 
the priestess of Apollo delivered from her 
tripod her oracular* responses. And if in 
his speech Mr. John Vandenhoff did not 
sometimes grow monotonous and heavy his 
oratory would be without a fault. But 
there is such force of expression in his de- 
livery that we forget. this when listening 
eagerly to his expositions, 

As the Argive tyrant Adrastus, in Mr. 
Justice Talfourd’s truly classical tragedy of 
Ton, he has no equal. As Creon, in 
Sophocle’s tragedy of Antigone he has not 
even a compeer. Mr. John Vandenhoff 
excels equally in Grecian as in Roman 
characters; and you might suppose him te 
have studied deeply their very monuments 
and classical lore. He is thoroughly Greek 
or Roman when he undertakes to perform 
either character. Never until we take our 


flight to that country “ from whose bourne 
no traveller returns” shall we forget his 
Brutus—his Marcus Junius Brutus. And 
it is to such characters as his Brutus, Corio- 
lanus, Cato, Virginius, Adrastus, Creon, 
and the like that our remarks principally 


apply—because we believe such parts to be 
his more perfect fcrte, although they respec- 
tively call into action the austere and incor- 
ruptible ; the haughty and the proud; the 
stoic : the citizen, the soldier, and the father ; 
the tyrant with some traits of common hu- 
manity about him ; and the apathetic—even 
as 

The poet’s eve in a fine frenzy rolling, 





* Tye most celebrated oracles which we read 
of in mythology, were delivered at Delphos and 
Dordona, in Greece ; and at Ammon, in Lybia, 
at al) of which’ places the manner of communi- 
cating them differred: at Delphos, a priestess 
pronounced the oracle; and acts of desperate 
madness and fury attended the receival of her 
answers, At Dodona, doves as well as women 
were the ministers of the oracles; and even 
trees were thought to convey the mysterious 
replies. At Ammon the answers were given in 
a more Open manner, in dreams, visions, or 
written tablets. But the meaning of them all 
was, at the best, obscure, and often the canse of 
disaster to those who consulted them; for in- 
stance, Nero was advised by the oracle at Del- 
phos to beware of seventy-three years, which 
led him to suppose that he should live to that 
ave: this rendered him careless, and he was 
only convinced of his mistake when Galba de- 
throved him in his 73rd year. 


Wanders from heaven to earth, from earth to 
heaven ; 

And as imagination bodies forth 

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen 

Turns them to shape, and gives to airy nothing 

A local habitation and a name, 

so does Mr. John Vandenhoff, in a like 

manner, develope his fine embodiments of 

the ancient Greek and Roman. 


(To be concluded.) 
METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 

Tue experiment of a morning performance 
was made in compliance with the wishes of 
a number of families resident in the neigh- 
bourhood of the metropolis, who could not 
conveniently remain in town to the late 
hour at which the evening performance ter- 
minated, Besides the general audience 
with which the theatre was filled in the 
morning, the children of the Duke of York’s 
school were also present, through the liber- 
ality of Mr. Smith, the lessee. The band 
of this juvenile corps played some beautiful 
pieces of music between the acts with re- 
markable taste and skill. Nothing could 
exceed the enthusiasm with which Mr. 
Brooke was received, nor the applause be- 
stowed upon his performance of the jealous 
Moor, On Friday night, when the tragedy 
of Richard the Third was performed, old 
Drury witnessed the most extraordinary 
revival of dramatic glory. The portals of 
the theatre were beseiged from an early 
hour in the evening by crowds of enthusi- 
astic critics, anxious to witness the last 
evenings of Brooke. Such a bumper has 
not occurred since the time of the great 
Kean, and the result was that not only 
Drury Lane realised its old traditionary 
prosperity, but the Lyceum and other neigh- 
bouring theatres benefitted by the disap- 
pointment of those who were unable to find 
even standing-room, This is a most grati- 
fying circumstance to every one who feels 
an interest in the revival of histrionic art. 
Mr. Brooke’s Richard was marked by many 
new readings, which created a great sensa- 
tion amongst old play-goers He is himself 
alone in this great character—not copying, 
in the least ais great predecessors. He has 
| been re-engaged by Mr. Smith for twelve 
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additional performances, commencing this 
day (Wednesday). The extraordinary suc- 
cess which has attended the first engage- 
ment of this popular artist fully justifies the 
lessee in the effort he has made to prolong 
the term of his stay. This, we understand, 
could only be effected by Mr. Smith making 
a considerable pecuniary sacrifice to com- 
pensate the American equestrian troupe, 
who were engaged to perform at Drury 
Lane next week, for the loss they have sus- 
tained by the posponement of their appear- 
ance. 
STRAND. 

Tur business here has been excllent during 
the week. Miss Marshall is an immense 
favourite ; her acting in dn Object of In- 
terest and The Unprotected Female keeps 
the audience in roars of laughter. Her 
dancing in the Pas de Fascination has added 
another laurel to her already splendid wreath. 
The comedy of Paul Pry draws good houses, 
and Mr, J. W. Sharpe bids fair to become 
as great a favourite as Wright. ‘The ballet 
concludes the amusements very satisfactorily. 


MARYLEBONE. 


Tuts theatre was opened last Monday under 
the management of Mr. J. W. Wallack, for 
many years a highly popular actor in the 


various metropolitan theatres. The greater 
portion of the company, is formed of the 
artistes lately engaged at the Olympic, un- 
der the management of Mr. W. Farren, 
Harriet Gordon, 
Turner, Bartlett, Messrs, Bender, F. 
Charles, Edgar. Sanger, Shalders, &c. 
Mr. Henry Vandenhoff, from the Theatre 
Royal, Preston, is engaged for the light 
comedy and juvenile parts. Miss Cuthbert, 
of provincial fame, makes her first appear- 
ance together with Mr. J. W. Wallack. 
Mr. Edward Murray is the acting-manager 
and treasurer, in which capacity he has, for 
the last five years, at the Olympic and Strand 
Theatres, been esteemed both by the 
management and the frequenters of the 
theatres for his gentlemanly and courteous 
behaviour, as well as the efficiency he has 
displayed in the"position he has held. We 
heartily wish Mr. Wallack success, and 
trust that with the talented company he has 
engaged he may bring the theatre once 
again into public favour. 





CITY OF LONDON. 

Tue winter season has commenced under 
circumstances more than usually favourable, 
and, of course, as usual, under the direction 
of Mr. J. Johnson and Mr. Nelson Lee. 
The company selected is a very good one, 
and we are promised several “ stars” of 
great magnitude. The theatre has been 
most elegantly decorated, under the imme- 
diate superintendance of Mr. J. Johnson, who 
has in this displayed his invariable taste, 
judgment, and Jiberality. The opening 
pieces consisted of a drama by the late Mr. 
John Wilkins, entitled St. James’s and St. 
Giles’s, which was entirely successful—and 
a new version of Monte Cristo, which was 
also most favourably received. Press of 
time precludes our giving a very extended 
notice of the performances ; but in our suc- 
ceeding number we will write more at 
length upon these novelties, The theatre 
was filled to overflowing, and the audience 
were most vociferous in their approbation. 


STANDARD. 


Mr. Anperson’s most triumphant engage- 
ment terminated on Saturday, when this 
really brilliant theatre was crowded to suffo- 
cation by a most respectable and enthusias- 
tic audience. At the conclusion of the first 
piece Mr. Anderson addressed the audience, 
and in very eloquent terms expressed his 
gratitude for the high degree of favor with 
which he had been received and the grati- 
fication it would afford him upon his return 
from America to again appear before them, 
He also spoke in the warmest manner of 
Mr. John Douglass, the worthy lessee, and 
concluded by stating that Mr. T. P. Cooke 
would appear on the following Monday. 
Mr. Anderson was greatly cheered, both 
during his address and at its termination. 
Afterwards Mr. John Douglass was loudly 
called for. On Monday evening Mr, T. P. 
| Cooke commenced his engagement here, 
| when the theatre was most densely packed. 
Next week we will allude to the gentleman’s 
performances more in detail. 


PAVILION. 


Messrs. Neate and Elphinstone succeed 
extremely well at this East-end theatre and 
deserve to do so, their management being 





distinguished by energy and perseverante. 
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The Will and the Way continues its tri- 
umphant career, and the revival of Wilks’s 
play of the Three Thieves has been most 
successful. The night we attended the 
house was crowded. 
CORRESPONDENCE, 

B. W. W. is thanked for his very kind letter. 
Will he be so kind as to say where we can 
direct a note to him, 

J. J. T.—We do not understand our correspon- 
dent’s question—consequently cannot answer 
it? 

€. L. Worton.—Mr. Ryder made his first ap- 
pearance at Covent Garden, in As You Like 
It—in tlie year 1842, 


S. C.—A notice of Sussex Hall will appear in 
our next. 

















WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5th, 1853. 


ENTERTAINMENT TO MR. G. V. BROOKE 


On Thursday afternoon a numerous par- 
ty of the friends and admirers of Mr. G. V. 
Brooke, the celebrated tragedian, entertained 
him at a dejeuner given at the Coal Hole 
Tavern, Fountain-court, Strand. The chair 
was taken by E. T. Smith, Esq., the enter- 
prising lessee of Drury-lane Theatre, under 
whose auspices Mr, Brooke has achieved a 
degree of success highly flattering to his 
talent. After the removal of the cloth, the 
usual loyal toasts having first received due 
honour, the Chairman proposed the health 
of their talented guest, Mr, G. V. Brooke, 
prefacing the toast with some apposite re- 
marks upon the success which had attended 
the engagement of Mr. G. V, Brooke, whose 
popularity was so great that he had been 
induced to make an arrangement with the 
American equestrian troupe whom he had 
engaged for Drury Lane, to postpone their 
visit for another fortnight, Alluding to the 
company whom he had collected to support 
Mr, Brooke, he said it was as good as he 
could procure in the present state of the 
theatrical market. He had offered Miss 
Cushman an engagement, in order to afford 


Mr. Brooke the best possible support in his 
several characters. So intense was the 
public desire to witness his performance 
that on the occasion of the morning repre- 
sentation of Othello on the preceding day, 
many persons who had remained during the 
piece until a quarter to six o’clock, returned 
again to the theatre at seven o’clock to be 
present at his perfcrmance in another cha- 
racter. At the conclusion of his speech 
Mr. Smith presented to Mr. Brooke a hand- 
some silver-mounted highland dirk, as a 
trifling token of his personal regard and his 
admiration of his histrionic abilities. The 
toast was drunk with acclamation. 

Mr. Brooke, in responding to the toast, 
said Mr. Chairman and gentlemen,—lIt falls 
to my lot to carry out an old honoured cus- 
tom of rising to respond, and though I can- 
not say “‘unaccustomed asI am to public 
speaking,” yet I am unaccustomed torespond 
to honours such as you have done me ; and 
it is with difficulty that I can find language 
sufficiently adequate to express my deep 
sense of the honour you have conferred upon 
me. It is with gratification and pride that 
I look around this table and see myself en- 
circled by so many strange, and familiar, and 
friendly faces—to know that they have as- 
sembled for the sake of congratulating me 
upon my success in my avocation as an actor, 
and that, too, at our national temple of Thes- 
pis—“ Old Drury.” I say, to know this, 
makes me doubly sensible of the honour, 
and almost lost with emotion and gratitude, 
As a humble representative of that large 
body of ‘‘ abstract and brief chronicles of the 
times,” the drama, which path I have trod- 
den from boyhood, now twenty years, I have 
journeyed endeavouring to carry out the 
ideas of my immortal master, Avon’s bard, 
according to the dictates of my own feelings. 
I have been favoured with an uninterrupted 
progress of encouragement, but I did my 
best, nevertheless, (Cheers.) I have found 
for years. and still find, I have much to 
learn ; nor am I blind to the many excellent 
suggestions regarding portions of my em- 
bodiments which, in many cases, I have 
seen the force ard at once adopted for their 
superiority ; for allow me sincerely to ac- 





knowledge the great indebtedness I feel to 
that great organ of civilization, the Press, 
\for the very liberal and kind manner they 
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have been pleased to notice my efforts, more 
especially during this visit, and to assure | 
them I have learned much from their gentle 
admonitions and suggestions. . ri 
To whom am I indebted? It is an ambigu- 
ous question. Some will say to my own 
merits—some will say to popularity—some 
will say to friends, which, indeed, is true, 
for it is to those who have for years encou- 
raged and fostered my humble exertions, | 
have promulgated their views of my desire | 
to delineate my author. And lastly, but 
by no means least, to my worthy friend, Mr. 
E. T. Smith, who, having the key of the 
temple, admitted me, and I trust to his no 
disadvantage. ° . ° 

The toast of “The Press” was acknow- 
ledged by Mr. John Oxenford. 

Mr. Renton Nicholson then pronounced 
an eulogy on the genius of the late/Edmund 
Kean, whose memory he proposed. The 
toast, which was drunk in solemn silence, 
was spoken to very feelingly by Mr. John 
Lee, the confidential friend and adviser of 
the great tragedian. 











AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 








CABINET THEATRE. 


Ir generally happens with amateurs that 
whatever pieces are playing at the regular 
houses they ape their betters by attempting 
the same plays, and as Mr. Brooke has pro- 
duced a great sensation in the character of 
Othello, of course, amateurs endeavour to 
be upon equality with him. On Tuesday 
Mr. C. Gove sustained the part of the noble 
Moor with very considerable ability—his 
reading being very correct and his acting 
unrestrained, and, for the most part, digni- 
fied. In the third act he showed symptons 
of a strong and powerful mind, and if his 
physique had been equal to his conception it 
would have been a piece of acting that few 
amateurs could have attained. The Iago 
of Mr. Howard was also of the most praise- 
worthy cast. He looked the character ad- 
mirably and went through the various 
scenes} with a degree of fidelity rare to be 
witnessed in an amateur. In the third act, 
where he works upon the mind of Othello as 





to the doings of his wife. His acting was 
judicious and well timed—there was an 





/open and avowed frankness that gave a 


reality that would have deceived the most 
sceptic. We thought, in some of the scenes 
with Roderigo, he spoke in too hurried a 
manner; with this exception, the other 
portions of his acting was extremely good. 
Mr. Daley, as Brabantio, never was seen to 
better advantage—it was a clever and well 
studied impersonation of the character. 
Roderigo was sustained with Mr. R, Car- 
ter’s usual ability. The less we say of 
Cassio the better—it was a poor attempt. 
Miss Baddeley and Miss B. Marlborough 
have played the same characters so fre- 
quently that we have nothing new to advance 
on their former merits, as Desdemona and 
Emelia. The burlesque of Bombastes Fu- 
rioso followed and went off swimmingly. 
Messrs. W. Stuart, Whitley, and Milliare 
being well up in their characters, also Miss 
E. Gordon, who is improving. It was a 
full house. 
SOHO THEATRE, 


Ir is our pleasure torecord a theatrical enter- 
tainment which took place at this wnique 
theatre on the occasion of the benefit of Mr. 
Mowbray, the active and respected lessee, 
on Thursday, the 29th September. It has 
been but seldom our custom to notice, as 
we purpose doing in the present instance, 
the judicious and able selection of amateur 
talent to represent the leading and minor 
characters of pieces performed at this thea~ 
tre. It is our duty to notice the efficiency 
exhibited on the occasion to which we refer, 
and likewise the theatrical tactics and man- 
agement of Mr. Mowbray, who, as lessee 
and actor, is deserving of encouragement 
and high praise. The first piece performed, 
and which was exceedingly well executed, 
was a drama in two acts, Not a Bad Judge, 
ably represented by Messrs. Mowbray, 
Merkland, Vincent, Kingdon, and Blakeley 
—also by the Misses Cleveland and Bad- 
deley. Mr. Mowbray acted Betman with 
interesting effect, and threw into the cha- 
racter an elaborate siynificancy and natural 
force, which received a large amount of en- 
thusiastic approbation. Mr. Merkland, who 
possesses a full toned sonorous voice, which 
especially seats him above the average to 
fill certain parts, on this occasion displayed 
a good share of artistic penetration and 
genuine conception of character, developing 
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and blending with exactness of attitude and 
feature the finely drawn lineaments, charac- 
teristic and peculiar to the high stationed 
and the affectionate father. The profound 
and intricate philosopher of the great and 
original Lavater, was also excellently illus- 
trated with admirable precision by Mr. 
Kingdon. The nervous comicalities of 
Zug lost none of their original meaning at 
Mr. Blakeley’s hands; and we shall do but 
justice in saying that the ladies, whose per- 
sonal attractions and abilities we have had 
previous reason to descant upon, manifested 
considerable ability. A more than ordinary 
allusion we take upon ourselves to make in 
praise of the careful performance of Miss 
Baddeley. This young lady is well known 
amongst amateurs as possessing all the re- 
quisites which adorn and complete the 
amateur actress, as were evinced on the 
question, when a more than ordinary show 
of ability was discernible. Miss Cleveland, 
whose fine and graceful attitude, combined | 
with a more than ordinary share of good 
looks, closely displayed the thoughtful and 
modest character—Louisa—her labouring 
under unjust suspicions in her disguised 
position, or when appearing conspicuously 
in her father’s halls in the more elevated 
station of her rights, as the affianced of the 
Marquis de Treval, were finely exhibited. 
Speed the Plough, in three acts, followed, 
the characters contained in which were illus- 
trated by a fine touch of humour. Mr. 
Mowbray appearing in this piece as Farmer 
Ashfield, delivering himself in his usual 
masterly manner, imitating with exactness 
the rusticity and homely honesty of the 
countryman. Sir Philip Blandford, by 
Mr. Merkland ; Morrington, by Mr. Young ; 
Henry, Mr. Terry; Bob Handy, Mr. 
Hamilton; Sir Abel Handy, Mr. Sairley ; 
and Evergreen and John, by Messrs. Crom- 
bie and Manly, were well disposed off. 
Dame Ashwell, as performed by Mrs. New- 
berry, we need say little, as that lady’s 
talent is so well known, beyond a remark 
that her performance was highly interesting 
and drew much applause. Susan Ashby, 
by the accomplished Mrs, Henderson, was 
gracefully executed. Lady Handy, by Miss 
Helen Love, was performed with an evident 
conception of the part to which she was as- 
signed. Miss Blandford, by Miss Jane 





Montague, was also pleasing. At the con- 
clusion of the second act a rural dance, 
characteristic of the piece was executed, 
and applauded with an encore. A ve 
laughable farce, entitled the Railroad Sta. 
tion wound up the evening’s entertainment, 
and from its comic character excited much 
amusement. Mr. Mowbray took the part 
of Samson Jones with rich comic action and 
utterance, and by the frequent allusion to 
the remark, ‘‘ what will Mrs. Jones say to 
that, I wonder? ” occasioned long and con- 
tinued laughter. The other parts were ably 
supported. 


The series of French representations now in 
progress at this pretty little theatre have 
been attended with success. The company 
is a good one, and will afford a pleasant 


| evening’s entertainment, On Tuesday last 


Madlle, Jenny Brieve took her benefit. 
The programme consisted of Les Deux Di- 
vorees, La Tasse Cassee, and La Petite 
Cendrillon, all of which were admirably 
sustained, and elicited the warm approba- 
tion of a numerous and fashionable audience, 
who had assembled together to pay homage 
to the truly talented beneficiare. 


On Saturday Miss Vernon took a benefit. 
The pieces selected were 4s You Like It, Day 
After the Wedding and The Loan of a 
Lover. The gentleman amateurs of the 
Printer’s Society lent their aid and the play 
was done ample justice to, Miss Vernon, 
as Rosalind, played in a manner that will 
ensure her a good position on the boards by 
care and study. She looked the gentle and 
love-sick Rosalind to the life, for her person 
is greatly in her favour—she was gay, 
sprightly, and lady-like—was well up in the 
character and obtained well-merited ap- 
plause. We are informed she has been 
studying under Mrs. W. West, and his en- 
gaged at the Haymarket. We would 
recommend her not to pitch her voice in so 
high a key as she does at times—her 
natural key being of a fine tone, clear and 
distinct. A young lady who played Celia 
is also very promising and has a fine person 
and other qualifications for the stage—she 
was well received. Our limits will not 
allow of further comment. Suffice it to 
say the whole went off to the delight of a 
humourous and very respectable audience. 
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THE SMITH FAMILY. 


AtrnouH it is generally affirmed that few 
or none of the great “Smith family” have 
risen to eminence, I think, that on a little 
consideration, this statement will prove to 
be a fallacy. §Imprimis.—We have had 
Adam Smith, Sidney Smith, Smith the tra.. 
gedian of his day, the successor of Garrick 
and rival of John Kemble. We have had 
James and Horace Smith, the brother 
authors of the immortial “ Rejected Ad- 
dresses,” ‘* Brambalge House,” etc. We 
have Albert Smith, one of the most popular 
of our many novelists, and the author of 





the most successful entertainment ever pro- 
duced. We have O. Smith, our greatest 
melo-dramatic actor,—and to crown all we 
have Alexander Smith, the noble poet, with 
whom in the present day, Tennyson and 
Brownings will alone bear comparison. 
And although last, not least in my esteem, 
we have E. T. Smith, the present lessee of 
Drury Lane, who stands second to none as 
regards perseverance and tact as a manager. 

Thus, I think I have proved that if the 
“Smith Family” contains more members 
than belong to any other name. They can 
boast of a galaxy of great names, of which, 
both a a: and nation may well feel 
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MANCHESTER. — QUEEN’S THEATRE. — The 
new drama, The Slave Hunt, is gaining great 
popularity here, being nightly hailed with shouts 
of delight. The acting in many cases is good, 
especially that of Mrs. Egan, as Topsy, which is 
by far the best sustained character in the piece 
—indeed, we may almost pronounce her the 
best Topsy we have witnessed, 


THEATRE RoyaL.—Mr. Buckstone and Mis, 
Fitzwilliam are here and doing wonders, they 
have appeared in several of their best characters, 
and have been very successful. We understand 
they are to remain for a fortnight longer. 


Stockport,—The celebrated Juvenile Harp- 
_ ists, assisted by Miss Eaton and Mr, J. Eaton, 
\gave a grand vocal and instrumental concert at 
the Temperance Hall, in this town, on Friday 
last, the 30th September, to a most fashionable 
audience, who seemed delighted beyond mea- 
sure. The programme was well arranged, and 
contained some of the first class music, which 
was performed in exquisite style by the juve- 
niless, who obtained several encores. Miss 
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Eaton was also encored in the song, “ What’s a’ 
the steer Kimmer,’’ which she sung in good 
style, Mr. J. Eaton was also very successful in 
Romer’s * Oh! would I were a boy again,’’ and 
Barker’s ‘* White Squall,” in the latter of which 
Mr. Eaton excels in. We are happy to inform 
our readers that they give two more concerts 
on Monday, the ]0th October, one in the morn- 
at ten o’clock, and the other in the evening at 
eight. 
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Dusen oF Mr. HENRY Sienaumeantil is 
our painful duty to record the demise of this 
clever and useful performer, which{took place 
early on Sunday morning. He was engaged at 


| the Britannia Saloon for the past few years ; 


and at that house he played his fast character, 
within a week of his decease. He was a great 
favourite with the public. A short time since 
he broke a_ blood-vessel—the effects of which 
caused death. He was about 34 years of age. 


Ir will be seen by our advertising columns 
that Messrs, B. { Fairbrother and Hatroway, 
Theatrical Agents, have opened an office, at 31, 
Bow Street. Mr.? Fairbrother’s experience is 
such that cannot fail to be of essential service 
to all persons connected with the drama. 


A pRamaA called Jupiter’s Decree is now per- 
forming at Astley’s Amphitheatre ; the bills 
tells us that the piece is written by a Mr. Suter, 
but a contemporary has published a letter from 
a gentleman (who gives his name and address) 
who claims the piece as being his, and states in 
the most unqualified manner that he had sent a 
copy of his piece to that theatre. If so, this is 
very unfair conduct. 





A LYRIC, 
By the ‘‘ IpLer About Town,” 


A song for thee, a song of thee, 
A serenade this even— 

Thou that art ever day to me, 
A name for love and heaven ! 


To thee my love, my gentle one! 
I sing, as-to a star; 

What care I for the mighty sun 
If thou remain’st afar ? 


To whisper in chine ear, to see 
The radiance of thine eyes 

Is in the land of light to, be ; 
To breathe of Paradise ! 


O! hear, and listen to the lay— 
The music, like a river, 

Breathes all that pure brightlove can say, 
But glows to thee for ever, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP 
EVER MODELLED.—Their Royal High- 
nesses the Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred, the 
Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, Princess 
Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur 
which has been honoured with the highest en- 
comiums,—- Madame TUSSAUD and SONS. 
Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman 
Square. Admission 1s,: Napoleon Rooms, 6d. 
Open from 11 in the morning till 10 at night. 


HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY, 
25, Bow Street, Covent Garden —MEM- 
BERS of the THEATRICAL PROFESSION are 
respectfully requested to send in their names, 
addresses, terms, &c., at the eatliest conveni- 
ence, as dmiing the present month the principal 
engagements for the winter will be made. Par. 
ties desirous of Entering the Profession treated 
on fair and honourable terms. All letters (en- 
closing a stamp) to be addressed to Mr. T. 
Payne, Theatrical Agent, 25, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden. 


HEATRICAL AGENCY, 2], Bow Street, 
Covent Garden, (Entrance in Broad Court) 
Office hours from 11 till 4 daily. 
Mr. HENRY BUTLER, late of the Theatre 
Royal Drury Lane, bas the h to 
to Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of entering 
the THEATRICAL PROFESSION, that he 
negotiates engagements for all parts of England, 
America, and the Continent. Private Theatricals 
superintended, Costume of every description 
to be sold er lent on hire. Books of M.S.S. pro- 
cured on the shortest notice. All Csmniunica- 
tions to be post paid, and if requiring an answer 
to contain a Stamp. 


ESSRS. B. J. FAIRBROTHER and HAR- 
ROWAY’S GENERAL THEATRICAL 
and MUSICAL AGENCY and REGISTER 
OFFICE, 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, is 
now open fo: the transaction of business con- 
nected with the Theatrical and Musical Profes- 
sion, Those parties who may favor them with 
their commission may rely on strict punctuality 
and attention to their interests, Proprietors of 
Concert Rooms, &c., supplied immediately with 
first-rate Vocalists, Pianists, &c. 
(er WANTED.—Vocalists for Concert-rooms 
N. B.—Messsrs. F. & H. have several Thea- 
trical Engagements Open. All applications at- 
tended to at the Office, from 11 to 4—if by 
letter, pre-paid, and enclosing a stamp. 


TO THEATRICAL COLLECTORS. — The 
Advertiser has FOR SALE a large collection of 
THEATRICAL CUTTINGS from the principal 
London (daily and weekly) and Provincial 
Newspapers, They consist of Notices of First 
Appearances, New Pieces, aud other theatrical 





























matters—the whole extending from 1846 to 
1853. By sending name and address to T. B., 
10, St. Bride’s Avenue, Fleet Street, a sample 
will be sent for inspection. 


ASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn. 
The largest, most elegant, and beautifully 
decorated BALL-ROOM in London. Open 
EVERY EVENING. Dhuiring the recess numerous 
and extensive alterations and improvements have 
been effected. The building has been extanded 
—a new Gallery and Subscription Room added 
—(farnished in a superior and splendid style.) 
One Hundered and Fifty-three immense and 
costly Mrrrors reflect the decorations, (which 
are of a superb character) and the whole illumi- 
nated by Fourteen magnifieent New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, presenting a coup d’eil of 
unparalleled splendour and luxury. Mr. W. M. 
Packer’s Grand Band will perform nightly a 
favourite Overture, and a grand operatic selec- 
tion in addition to the usual Musique de Dance, 
including the Faust, Marien, and Cameronian 
Quadrilles ; the Spring Flowers, Sylvian, and 
Autumn Leates Waltzes; the King Pippin, 
Satelite, Eugenia, and English Flute Polkas; 
the Syrias and Phillida Redowa; the Isabel 
Schottisches ; the Antelope and Etna Pokas, &c. 
Doors open at 8 and close at 12 o’clock, N.B. 
—In compliance with the wish universally ex- 
pressed, the proprietor has the honour to an- 
nonnce that he will give a GRAND BAL 
MASQUE on Tuurspay Eventne, Oct, 27th, 
1853. 


OM MATTHEWS, the Celebrated CLOWN, 
at Home, Clown Tavern, 57, Drury Lane 
(four doors from Drury Lane Theatre), T. M. 
wishes ,to inform his friends and the public 
in general, that he has returned from Paris, 
where he has made a most successful tour, and 
having been nightly received with immense ap- 
plause by a fashionable Parisian audience. T. M. 
will be most happy in meeting his friends in his 
newly built Long Room, capable of holding 100 
persons, Every Evening, at Eight o’clock, where 
they can have the choicest wines, spirits, ale, 
stout, and porter, and likewise hear an excellent 
song, 








= Hoping kind Friends will rally round, 


And Patronize their English Clown; 
Whose every wish has been most true, 
To please the million—not the few !” 

T. M. begs to state that his Agency Office is 
to Let. Any respectable member of the Thea- 
trical Profession can treat with him any morning, 
before Twelve o’clock, upon very reasonable 
terms. 
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